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        Week Commencing Monday 10th November 2025 
 
 

Headteacher’s Update 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

In this week’s bulletin: 
   

• Year 7 online parent/carer information evening 

• Update from e-safetyadviser.com 

• Key dates for your diary - Term 2 and 3 

• Online Safety – What you need to know about Pokémon TCG Pocket 

• Community News 
 
And lots more….. 

 
 

From: Mrs Kendall - Online Safety 
 

Update from e-safetyadviser.com: 
 

Since it first came out a few years ago, Character.AI (and other AI chatbots) have been a significant safeguarding 
concern for many highly inappropriate chats, advice, and even instrumental in some really tragic outcomes, with some 
AI companies, including Character.AI facing lawsuits. 
 

In the case of Character.AI, as of 25th November under 18's will no longer be able to use the chat function, they will 
only be able to generate content such as videos rather than talk to the characters. This is a welcome move, and a 
guardrail that should have existed from the very start, but it's one of many chatbots that are out there (just look on 
the Apple App store and Google Play to see how sexualised many of them are). In my personal experience speaking 
with younger children, I know that children from around the age of 7 are using chatbots for a variety of reasons, one of 
the main (concerning) ones being loneliness. 
 

For more information and support visit: internetmatters.org AI chatbots and companions parents guide I Internet 
Matters 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 

We hope if you attended the 6th Form Open Evening that you found it informative and useful. This is one 
of the biggest decisions to make and if you need any further guidance or support, please get in touch. 
 

We have the Year 7 information evening for parents (online) on Tuesday 11th November and then tutor 
review evening, face to face, coming up this week on Thursday 13th November. Please make sure you 
take advantage of these events  
 

Finally, we wish the cast of The Winter’s Tale all the very best with their performance on Thursday. 
 

Thank you, Mr Farrer 
 
 

https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/ai-chatbots-and-virtual-friends-how-parents-can-keep-children-safe/
https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/ai-chatbots-and-virtual-friends-how-parents-can-keep-children-safe/
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There is also a BBC News article for context: Character.ai to ban teens from talking to its AI chatbots - BBC News 

 
Key dates for your diary – Week B 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  Key dates for your diary - Week A 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

From: Mr Dutton, Deputy Headteacher & Mrs Rhodes, Director of Learning & Progress 
 

Year 7 online parent/carer information evening - Tuesday 11th November 5:30pm 
 

An email has been sent to your child’s school email account with a link to the above meeting, this can’t be shared with 
anyone else for safeguarding reasons.  As soon as you press on the link, you’ll be directed to Teams.   
 

There is a help guide on the school website (Guide to Microsoft Office 365 ) on how to download Teams if you don’t 
have this installed on the device you will be using.  If your child says they haven’t received the email, please ask them 
to check their deleted items.  Your child does not need to attend.   
 

If you require a secondary link, please email Mrs Rhodes karrho@st-laurence.com  
 

Mrs Rhodes and Mr Dutton look forward to speaking to you on Tuesday. 
 
 

Connect Term 1 
 
   Connect of the school’s student-led, termly magazine and the first copy is out now! 
   Based on the theme of “Opportunity”, you can read their stories here: 
    

   Connect Term 1 Opportunity  
 

 
 

Monday 10th November  • Y7 Glass Workshop 3:00pm – 4:15pm 

Tuesday 11th November • Remembrance Day Event  

• Y7 Parent Information Evening (online) 3:30pm – 6:15pm 

Wednesday 12th November • 6th Form Careers Talk (Tomorrow’s Engineers) 

Thursday 13th November • Y8 Reports Issued 

• Y10 STEM Engineering talk by Siemens 

• Y8/9 Shakespeare Schools Festival 1:00pm – 8:00pm 
• Y11 Netball Fixture 2:30pm – 4:30pm (away) 
• Y7, 10 & 12 Tutor Review Evening (in-person) 3.30pm – 6.30pm 

Friday 14th November • Children In Need Day (Non-school uniform) 

Monday 17th November • Y7 Glass Workshop 3:00pm – 4:15pm 

Tuesday 18th November  

Wednesday 19th November • Y8 Rugby Waterfall Tournament 1:00pm - 5:30pm (away) 

Thursday 20th November • Y9 Reports Issued 

• Y13 Subject Evening 4:00pm – 7:30pm 
Friday 21st November • A Level & GCSE Music Project 1:30pm – 3:15pm 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cq837y3v9y1o
https://www.st-laurence.com/_files/ugd/b56cf9_82ea4ab024a84d8e831ab000eb23727e.pdf
mailto:karrho@st-laurence.com
https://indd.adobe.com/view/43c5e8b0-4808-4c1b-8fd9-4048cf932c72
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From: Drama Department 
 

Important information regarding KS3 Production of 'Alice.' 
 

Audition workshops for our KS3 production of Alice by Laura Wade, will take place on Tuesday 4th, Tuesday 11th, and 
Tuesday 18th November from 3:00pm -4:15pm in F7, with additional audition opportunities 
available on Thursday 6th and Wednesday 19th November. Students are welcome to attend 
as many of these sessions as they wish. 
 

A compulsory full cast read-through will be held on Tuesday 25th November from 3:00pm – 
5:30pm, and rehearsals will begin in earnest on Tuesday 2nd December. Please note that 
not all students will be required at every rehearsal. The full rehearsal schedule is displayed 
weekly on the Drama noticeboard for anyone wishing to check the commitment involved. 
While putting on a production is hugely rewarding, it is also demanding, and some roles, 
such as Alice, will require a particularly high level of dedication. Students are encouraged 
to consider their availability carefully before auditioning. 
 

All students will be required to purchase their own copy of the script. We are grateful to 
Mr B’s Bookshop, who are offering a 15% discount on scripts ordered online through their 
website. To place an order, visit Alice – Mr B’s Emporium and use the promotion 

code stlaurence. Please note: this offer applies to online orders only and cannot be redeemed in store. Students will 
need a copy of the script by 25th November for the read through.  
 

Performances will take place in Trinity Hall on Tuesday 9th and Wednesday 10th March at 7:00pm. There will be a full-
day rehearsal on Monday 8th March, during which students will be off timetable, along with a compulsory rehearsal for 
the full cast on Saturday 6th March from 10:00am – 4:00pm. 
 

Due to the short rehearsal period, we kindly ask for your support in ensuring students attend all required rehearsals 
and performances. The department reserves the right to recast any role if three or more rehearsals are missed without 
valid reason or prior notice. If any issues arise regarding dates, please inform us as soon as possible so we can explore 
alternatives. 
 

Students were given a permission form in Drama club on Tuesday, and this will be available to pick up in any of the 
other workshops if they did not attend on Tuesday. If you are happy for your child to take part, please complete and 
return the permission form by Monday 24th November. 
 

We look forward to getting started! 
 

Kind regards, Miss Davies and Mrs Nash. 
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What’s on the Menu? 

 
Click the link to our Catering page for information on all the different  
ways our students can enjoy healthy and nutritious meals at school:  
 

Catering | St Laurence School (st-laurence.com) 

 
 

 
 

From: St Laurence School Association (SLSA)  
 

SLSA Quiz Night – a fantastic success! 
 

Our very first PTA quiz event took place on Friday 17th October with an 
incredible turnout of over 100 people joining in for a fun and lively 
evening of quiz rounds, food and drink! The event sold out with 2 
weeks to go and was a great evening full of community spirit.  
 

Huge thanks to our parents that shopped, made platters, ran the bar 
and helped get generous prizes from local businesses – Central 
Convenience Stores, The Tollgate Inn (Holt), The Lock Inn, Domino’s 
Pizza, Cumberwell Golf Course, The Boathouse, The Seven Stars, 
Bradford-on-Avon Swimming Pool, 17 Atelier with their wine hamper, 
and donations of fine whisky.  
 

 
 

Thank you too to Sainsburys, Southern Co-Op, Kettlesmiths, Hartley Farm and The Precious Pea for your donations 
towards the grazing boxes. 
 

We raised an amazing £1,500 to support mental health initiatives within the school community.  
 
If you’d like to get involved or help at future events, please email suziebowling1@gmail.com. 

 

 
 

https://www.st-laurence.com/catering
mailto:suziebowling1@gmail.com
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Key Dates for Term 2 and 3 
 

 Term 2  Term 3 

All years • Monday 3rd November – Term 2 

commences for all students 

• Friday 19th December – Term 2 ends 

at 1.30pm for all students 

• Monday 5th January – Term 3 

commences for all students 

• Friday 13th February – Term 3 ends 

at 3pm for all students 

Year 7 • Thursday 6th November – Year 7 

report issued (learning profile only) 

• Tuesday 11th November – Online 

parents information evening 5.30-

6.15pm.  More information to 

follow.  

• Thursday 13th November – In 

person tutor review for all Year 7 

parents/carers.  More information 

to follow 

• Thursday 29th January – Year 7 

interim report issued  

Year 8 • Thursday 13th November – Year 8 

interim report issued 

 

Year 9 • Thursday 20th November – Year 9 

report issued (learning profile only) 

• Thursday 22nd January – Year 9 

options evening.  More information 

to follow 

• Thursday 29th January – Year 9 

interim report issued 

• Thursday 5th February – Year 9 

online Subject consultation evening 

2pm-7.30pm.  More information to 

follow 

Year 10 • Thursday 6th November – Year 10 

report issued (learning profile only) 

• Thursday 13th November – in 

person tutor review for all Year 10 

parents/carers.  More information 

to follow 

• Thursday 12th February – Year 10 

interim report issued 

Year 11 • W/c Monday 3rd November – 

moving up week 

• Thursday 6th November – 6th form 

open evening 5pm start. More 

information to follow 

• Monday 5th January – mocks results 

day and report issued 

• Thursday 15th January – Year 11 

online Subject evening 4pm-7.30pm.  

More information to follow 
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• W/c 10th November – Year 11 

written mocks begin for 2 weeks 

• W/c 24th November – Year 11 

practical mocks begin  

Year 12 • Thursday 6th November – Year 12 

report issued (learning profile only) 

• Thursday 13th November – in 

person tutor review for all Year 12 

parents/carers.  More information 

to follow 

• Thursday 5th February – Year 12 

interim report issued 

Year 13 • Thursday 20th November – Year 13 

online Subject evening 4pm-7.30pm.  

More information to follow 

• Thursday 4th December – Y13 non-

university mock interviews 10am-

1pm 

• W/c Monday 5th January – Year 13 

written mocks begin and Year 13 

study leave all week 

• Monday 12h January – Year 13 

practical mocks begin 

• Thursday 12th February – Year 13 

full report issued 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Online Safety and Wellbeing 
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