Parent & Carer Bulletin St Laurence School E

Care * Inspire » Succeed

Week beginning Monday 24" March 2025

Headteacher’s update

Dear Parents and Carers

Mr Farrer

A massive well done to all the students who took part in the Spring Music Concert last week. It was an
excellent evening and our thanks go to Miss Hancock and Dr Barclay for their efforts in putting it together

This week we have the Year 7 Subject Consultation Evening (online) which will be the first opportunity to
meet with subject staff and discuss your child’s progress. Please do let us know if you have any problems
logging on or if you have any questions you were unable to ask.

Key dates for your diary - Week B

Monday 24™ March

Tuesday 25" March

Wednesday 26" March

Chance to Dance Showcase — Wiltshire Music Centre
Y7 LG5 Conversation & Craft Event

Thursday 27" March

Y13 Reports Issued
SCHOOL ENDS AT 1:30PM
(Y7 Subject Consultation Meetings - Online)

Friday 28" March

National Theatre Connections Festival

Monday 31 March

Tuesday 1% April

e Y11 Dance Exam
e Y13 Mock Exam - Criminology

Wednesday 2" April

e Y10 French Exam
e Y10 NT Connections Event

Thursday 3™ April e Y10 French Exam
e 6™ Form Business Studies Trip
Friday 4" April e Y10 German Speaking Exam

e Y13 DofE Route Setting
« TERM 4 ENDS AT 1:30PM
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In this week’s bulletin:
e Key dates for your diary — pagel
e Feminsta Club Fundraiser total — Page 2
e Author Spotlight — Page 3
e Free Period Products — page 6
e Funded Courses for Parents & Carers — pages 8 & 9

.... And lots more!

From: Mrs Rhodes - Director of Learning and Progress KS3

Reminder: Book your Year 7 Subject Consultation Meetings -

will take place virtually (SchoolCloud) on:
Thursday 27*" March 2:30pm — 7:30pm

Refer to your letter for information on how the system works. Remember - appointment slots get filled
quickly so please book as soon as possible.

If there is an unavoidable reason why you cannot attend, please email progressteam@st-laurence.com so we
can follow this up with you.

From: Mrs Butterworth - Head of Psychology and Sociology

Criminology Mock Exam
Y13 Criminology students will be sitting a mock unit 4 Criminology written paper (1h30m) on:

Tuesday 1% April 9:00am in the Lecture Theatre

From: Ms Browne — Feminista Club

Feminista Fundraiser
The Feminista film fundraiser event raised £156.81 for Action Aid.

Students who attended made a £3 donation to the charity which supports women and girls living in poverty
around the world.

We had a lovely time watching a screening of Taylor Swift's Eras Tour along with popcorn, drinks and cakes.

Thank you to all the students and staff who supported this event. Feminista is a student-led group which
aims to empower students and tackle sexism and misogyny.
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From: ILC Team

uthor Spotlight: Neal

Neal Shusterman is the New York Times bestselling author of more than fifty award-wmnning
books for children, teens, and adults, including Challenger Deep, Courage to Dream, ddse A@®
of a Scythe series and the Unwind Dystology. For his body of work, Neal won the
Margaret A. Edwards Award, and the ALAN Lifetime Achievement Award.

Degrees in both psychology and drama give him a unique approach to writing, and his novels
always deal with topics that appeal to adults as well as teens, weaving true-to-life characters
into sensitive and riveting issues, and binding it all together with a unique g
sense of humor.
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From: Mrs Nash — Head of Drama

NT connections - You 2.0 (by Alys Metcalf)

The cast and crew of 'You 2.0' are reminded that there is a compulsory rehearsal from 10:00am — 3:00pm
on Saturday 22" March in Trinity Hall. Students should wear comfortable clothing and bring food/drinks
for the day.

Students involved in the show will be off timetable on Friday 28" March and Wednesday 2" April for
technical and dress rehearsals. Please can permission forms be returned asap.

Tickets for the show in Trinity Hall on Friday 28™ March are available now on Parentpay and will be
available on the door priced £5. The show will transfer to the Weston Studios, Bristol Old Vic on 2™ April.

Please do come and support the students who are working really hard to make the production a success.

Praise for Macbeth (performed at the Shakespeare Schools Festival)
“A brilliantly eerie version of the “Scottish Play” by a strong committed ensemble”

“We are in awe of all your passion, hard work and creativity! What you have created is
something truly special”

Praise for “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory” (performed at St Laurence School)
“that was just awesome! So much fun, really enjoyable performances from everyone”

“what a great show! Well done to actors and tech crew”
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From: Heather Browne and Richard Bruten — Connect Team

Connect Spring Issue

The spring issue of the student-led school magazine is available now at St
Laurence Connect.

The theme is ‘Compassion’ and inside you will be able to read about visits to
the school by MP Dr Brian Mathew and author Joseph Elliot.

Student Harrison Quick invites readers into his life on a farm and the challenges
facing UK agriculture, Gabby Charlton and receptionist Mrs Wilson discuss their
experiences of hearing impairment and a 6™ Form writer explores the
challenges facing CAMHS.

There are also updates from our head students as well as plenty of other

APrrtn S news and features.
hearing loss

Is CAMHS
good
enough?

Talented Year 7 Student Enters Art Competition

Year 7 student Bethany has had her beetle lino prints selected for the
Black Swan Arts “Young Open Art” 2025 competition which will be
displayed in their gallery (Saturday 22" March — Sunday 27 April).

We are all very impressed with her work and wish Bethany good luck
In the competition.

What’s on the Menu?

Click the link to our Catering page for information on all the different ways our

students can enjoy healthy and nutritious meals at school:

£1.30

Catering | St Laurence School (st-laurence.com)
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Free Period Products Available at School

The period product scheme is available to all state-maintained schools in England. It provides free period
products to girls and women who need them in their place of study.

Period products, such as pads and tampons, should be available for all who need them, when they need
them, in order to access education.

Having periods should not be a barrier to education for anyone. Making girls and women aware of the
scheme is vital to making sure they can access period products when they are needed and to reduce the
stigma surrounding periods.

This may include, for example, where students:
e have forgotten their own period products

e cannot afford period products
e have started their period unexpectedly

We have a range of free sanitary products available in the following locations for students to access:

e Student Reception & Medical Room

e PE Department Office

e 6™ Form Office - from Mrs Brown & Mrs Chatfield

e Fitzmaurice Toilets - available during break and lunch

From: PE Department

Sporting Results and Upcoming Fixtures

Results - Congratulations to all students involved

Football

e St laurence 1 -0 Melksham Oak (Year 8 boys)

e St laurence 3 —2 Melksham Oak (Year 7 boys)

e St laurence 3 -5 Melksham Oak (U16 Girls County Cup % Final)
Netball

e St Laurence 4 — 2 Melksham Oak (Year 7A)
e St Laurence 7 — 0 Melksham Oak (Year 7B)
e Year 9 Tournament at Kingdown: 1% Place

Upcoming Fixtures
Wednesday 26" March

e Year 11 Football vs Matravers (A). Return approx. 5:30pm
e Year 8 Netball Tournament at Kingdown. Return approx. 6:00pm
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Online Safety
New TikTok Features
During the 2™ week of March TikTok released some new features which will help with supervision. These new

features include Time Away, a feature to decide when it's time for children to take a break and a reoccurring
schedule. There's also a feature which allows parents to see who their children are following on TikTok.

More information about these new features can be found New ways we're supporting parents and helping teens
build balanced digital habits - Newsroom | TikTok

and the full range of TikTok Family Pairing features can be found Family Pairing | TikTok Help Center

What Parents & Educators Need to Know about

STREAMERS
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" FINANCIAL
HARM ADDICTION AND
SCREEN TIME

Meet Our Expert
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https://newsroom.tiktok.com/en-us/new-ways-we-are-supporting-parents-and-helping-teens-build-balanced-digital-habits
https://newsroom.tiktok.com/en-us/new-ways-we-are-supporting-parents-and-helping-teens-build-balanced-digital-habits
https://support.tiktok.com/en/safety-hc/account-and-user-safety/family-pairing

Community News

Creative Writing Courses for Young People

Matthew Tett is a freelance English teacher, writer and creative producer working and living in Bradford-on-Avon.

Following the ongoing success of his writing workshops for adults, he is now offering Creative Writing Courses to
budding young writers in the community.

The sessions are open to young people aged 12 — 17 years old and will take place on Saturday mornings in a
central BoA location from 10:00am — 11:30am on the following dates:

e 26 April
e 17 May
e 7lJune

e 19 July

During the sessions there will be plenty of opportunities to write and share ideas and potentially have work
published in an anthology.

The total price will be between £40.00 and £50.00 for the four sessions (depending on numbers of attendees).

For further information and to register interest please email: boayoungwriters@gmail.com
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Education & Skills
Fully Funded
School

Funding Agency

There is high demand from parents and carers to find work
within a school, that fits in with family life.

We have specifically designed our courses to aid parents with their
learning, as our live webinars sessions are run within school hours and
within term times ONLY.

Available 4’ . ) . S
in Levels , Gcmer: This allows parents and carers to fit their learning in with school drop

1,2&3 2 Mon-Fri  Off and collection.
2 Daily sessions

*Go to our website
. st session 9:30 - 11:30am . . . . . .
for more detailed @ No previous experience is required. All that is needed is access to the

information. 2nd session 12:30 - 2pm
www.studysmartuk.online internet and a laptop or tablet
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Thursday 27 March
Christ Church! 3-4pm

Discover

Join us to meet
the talented team
who are cleaning
and conserving the
nave walls and wall
paintings at Christ
Church and find out
more about their
work.

Supporting My Teen With Wellbeing

Online

Tuesday 29 April 10:00-12:00

e Understand the changes in a teenage brain
¢ Learn techniques to promote wellbeing
¢ Explore positive psychology

See the beautifully
restored Archangels

Tea and cakes will be
served

Contact familyandcommunitylearning@wiltshire.gov.uk

or call the FaCL team on 01225 770478

Visit https://workwiltshire.co.uk/family-and-community-learning/
or scan the QR code

All are Welcome

With grateful thanks to our funders
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