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        Week Commencing Monday 20th October 2025 
 

 

Headteacher’s Update 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
In this week’s bulletin: 

• Revised Y11 Mock Exam Timetable 

• Online Safety – What you need to know about memes 

• Student fundraisers – Poppy Appeal and Food Bank donations 

• Community News 
▪ Repair Café dates 
▪ Panto season comes to school 
▪ Mighty Girls Self-defence workshop 

And lots more….. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 

As we near the end of Term One, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all our parents and carers 
for your continued support throughout the term. It has been a busy and rewarding start to the academic 
year, and your encouragement, communication, and partnership have played a vital role in helping our 
students settle, learn, and thrive. 
 

Next week brings a shorter week before the holidays begin, and we hope everyone is able to enjoy a 
slightly gentler pace as we approach the break. It’s been wonderful to see the enthusiasm and 
commitment shown by our students both in and out of the classroom, and this would not be possible 
without the ongoing support from home. 
 

We also send our very best wishes to our Year 13 students and staff as they set off on their Berlin trip 
next week. It promises to be an exciting and memorable experience, and we look forward to hearing all 
about it when they return. 
 

Our Student Council will be selling poppies to staff and students starting from Monday. Since they 
started collecting for the Poppy Appeal, students are proud to have raised more than £9000 for this 
worthy cause. Please ensure your child has cash if they wish to buy a poppy. 
 

Thank you once again for your continued trust and partnership. Wishing all our families a smooth end to 
the term, a relaxing final week, and a restful, enjoyable holiday ahead. 
 

Thank you, Mr Farrer 
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  Key dates for your diary - Week B 
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Dates for  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Monday 20th October •  

Tuesday 21st October • Y13 Berlin Trip 

• Y10 Work Experience Briefing 

• Y6 Open Morning Year 7 Admissions | St Laurence School 

Wednesday 22nd October 
• TERM 1 ENDS – School Closes at 3:00pm 
• Uniform sale starts at 4:30pm 

Monday 3rd November  • TERM 2 STARTS AT 8:35am 
Tuesday 4th November • 6th Form College Talks 

• Y10 Photography Walk 

• Under 14 Girls County Cup Football 2:00pm – 5:30pm (Away) 

Wednesday 5th November • 6th Form Discussions  

Thursday 6th November • Y7, 10 & 12 Reports issued 

• 6th Form Open Evening 
Friday 7th November • Cross Country Event 8:30am – 1:30pm (Away) 

• Flu Vaccinations – where prior consent has been given 

https://www.st-laurence.com/year-7-admissions
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From: Mr Bailey – Head of History/LOTC 
 

Year 9 First World War Reenactor Visit – Thursday 11th December 
 

The History Department are pleased to be offering all students in Year 9 the opportunity to engage with a First World 
War History reenactor from ‘Frontline Living History’. The hour-long session will cover topics including: recruitment, 
trench life and the changing weapons and tactics used by soldiers.  
 

What will be covered? 
 
Recruitment:  

Using primary & secondary sources, including soldiers' own accounts, students explore the complex issue of 
recruitment during the Great War. What motivated men to volunteer? How did the British Government and 
media use propaganda to encourage volunteering? What happened when the numbers enlisting were simply 
not enough to fill the gaps in the ranks? 

 
Trench Life: 

Through contemporary images, maps and accounts, students discover what life was like in that iconic 
structure, the Great War trench. Why and how were trenches built? What was life like in a trench? How long 
were men in the trenches? Saps, dugouts, OPs, firebays and knife-rests - what does it all mean? What 
problems did trenches pose for attackers and how were they overcome? 

 
Changing Weapons & Tactics: 

The First World War is often seen as tactically static: lines of overladen, undertrained infantry walking steadily 
across No Man's Land into the fire of machine guns and artillery. However, this is an over-simplification: tactics 
of defence and attack were constantly evolving. Students can discover for themselves the effects of the use of 
gas, tanks, aircraft, machine guns, mines, artillery and more. 

 

The cost of this experience is just £5.70 per student, which represents excellent value for the experience they will 
receive. Students in receipt of Free School Meals are exempt from payment. 
 

Thank you to those parents that have paid already. We would appreciate payment as soon as possible to ensure the 
Event can go ahead. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From: Miss Davies – Teacher of Drama 
 

Students in Year 7, 8 and 9, who would like to be involved in the KS3 production taking place in March 2026, 
are encouraged to attend Drama Club every Tuesday in F7, from Tuesday 4th November.  
 

There will be no formal auditions for this production, however, casting decisions will be based on 
attendance, behaviour and participation during Drama Club sessions. 
 

Thank you, Miss Davies.  
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What’s on the Menu? 
 
Click the link to our Catering page for information on all the different  
ways our students can enjoy healthy and nutritious meals at school:  
 

Catering | St Laurence School (st-laurence.com) 

 
 

 
We will be celebrating Diwali on Monday 20th October with some traditional dishes 
 

   
 
 
Second Hand Uniform Sale 
 

This is not the usual uniform sale, there will also be the opportunity to buy school shoes and outerwear, books and 
student designed Christmas cards (only 10 weeks to go!) 
 

🗓 Date: **Wednesday 22nd October** 

        Time: from 4:30pm 

    Location: Trinity Hall (please use the Ashley Road entrance) 

 

Pre-sale donations welcome – please leave your clean, resaleable uniform at  
Reception during school hours. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

https://www.st-laurence.com/catering
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What are the key dates I need to be aware of for Term 2 and Term 3? 
 

 Term 2  Term 3 

All years • Monday 3rd November – Term 2 
commences for all students 

• Friday 19th December – Term 2 ends at 
1:30pm for all students 

• Monday 5th January – Term 3 
commences for all students 

• Friday 13th February – Term 3 ends at 
3:00pm for all students 

Year 7 • Thursday 6th November – Year 7 report 
issued (learning profile only) 

• Tuesday 11th November – Online parents 
information evening 5:30-6:15pm.  More 
information to follow.  

• Thursday 13th November – In person tutor 
review for all Year 7 parents/carers.  More 
information to follow 

• Thursday 29th January – Year 7 interim 
report issued  

Year 8 • Thursday 13th November – Year 8 interim 
report issued 

 

Year 9 • Thursday 20th November – Year 9 report 
issued (learning profile only) 

• Thursday 22nd January – Year 9 options 
evening.  More information to follow 

• Thursday 29th January – Year 9 interim 
report issued 

• Thursday 5th February – Year 9 online 
Subject consultation evening 2:00pm-
7:30pm.  More information to follow 

Year 10 • Thursday 6th November – Year 10 report 
issued (learning profile only) 

• Thursday 13th November – in person tutor 
review for all Year 10 parents/carers.  More 
information to follow 

• Thursday 12th February – Year 10 
interim report issued 

Year 11 • W/c Monday 3rd November – moving up 
week 

• Thursday 6th November – 6th form open 
evening 5:00pm start. More information to 
follow 

• W/c 10th November – Year 11 written 
mocks begin for 2 weeks 

• W/c 24th November – Year 11 practical 
mocks begin  

• Monday 5th January – mocks results day 
and report issued 

• Thursday 15th January – Year 11 online 
Subject evening 4:00pm-7:30pm.  More 
information to follow 

Year 12 • Thursday 6th November – Year 12 report 

issued (learning profile only) 

• Thursday 13th November – in person tutor 

review for all Year 12 parents/carers.  More 

information to follow 

• Thursday 5th February – Year 12 interim 

report issued 
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Year 13 • Thursday 20th November – Year 13 online 

Subject evening 4:00pm-7:30pm.  More 

information to follow 

• Thursday 4th December – Y13 non-

university mock interviews 10:00am-

1:00pm 

• W/c Monday 5th January – Year 13 

written mocks begin, and Year 13 study 

leave all week 

• Monday 12h January – Year 13 practical 

mocks begin 

• Thursday 12th February – Year 13 full 

report issued 

 

 
Sports News 
 

Upcoming Fixtures 
 

Tuesday 21st October 
 

U14 Basketball vs Clarendon (H). Finish approx. 5:00pm 

Year 9 Netball vs St Augustine’s (A). Return approx. 5:15pm 

Year 11 Netball vs St Augustine’s (A). Return approx. 5:15pm 

Year 9 Rugby vs Corsham (A). Return approx. 5:30pm 

 
Recent Results - Congratulations to all students involved 
 

Tuesday 14th October 
 

St Laurence 0 – 8 Corsham (Year 8 Rugby) 
St Laurence 2 – 8 Marlborough College (U16 Netball National Cup 1st Round) 
St Laurence 1 – 16 Dauntsey’s School (U16 Netball National Cup 1st Round) 

 
Wednesday 15th October 
 

Year 7 Boys Rugby Tournament: P:3. W:1 D:1 L:1 
 
Thursday 16th October 
 

St Laurence 37 – 0 JOG (Year 9 Netball) 
St Laurence 11 – 16 JOG (Year 10 Netball) 
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Sent on behalf of the School Council 
 

Poppy Appeal 2025 
 

The Student Council will be selling poppies around school during tutor time from Monday 20th October to Friday 7th 
November, in aid of Remembrance Sunday, which will be 
commemorated on Sunday 9th November.  
 

Last year, our appeal raised £150 and are proud to have raised 
more than £9000 for this worthy cause since we started collecting 
at St Laurence School.  
 

All cash donations are extremely appreciated. These will go to such 
a good cause and help remember those who have fought in 
conflicts around the world. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

        Can Appeal 2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are also continuing the annual tradition of running the can appeal, 
where students take canned food into their tutor groups for donation to 
local food banks.  
 

Cans with a long shelf-life such as beans, soup, tinned vegetables and 
fruits, along with other non-perishable foods, are the most helpful to 
donate, but anything is appreciated. The deadline for donations is Friday 
7th November. 
 

All donations to go to this good cause will be gratefully received. 
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Timetable of Y11 Mock Written Examinations in Sports Hall 
(10-21 November 2025) 

Mon, 10 Nov 

week B 

 Late 
Break 

Lesson 3 Early Lunch Session 2 Exam 

Line up under 
main quad 
canopy by 8:35 
 

French Reading - 1h30m 
German Listening – 1h30m (Lecture 

Theatre) 
 

11.05 – 
11.30 

Normal 
lesson 

12.30 – 1.00 
Line up under 
main quad 
canopy by 1.00 

Geography UK Paper 2 - 1h45m 
 

Tue, 11 Nov  Late 
Break 

Lesson 3 Early Lunch Session 2 Exam 

Line up under 
main quad 
canopy by 8:35 
 

Maths Paper 1 (non-calculator) - 
1h 

11.05 – 
11.30 

Normal 
lesson 

12.30 – 1.00 
Line up under 
main quad 
canopy by 1.00 

Combined Science Biology - 
1h15m 
Separate Science Biology - 
1h45m 

Wed, 12 Nov  Late 
Break 

Lesson 3 Early Lunch  

Line up under 
main quad 
canopy by 8:35 
 

Business - 1h45m 
Sociology – 1h45m 

11.05 – 
11.30 

Normal 
lesson 

12.30 – 1.00 
Line up under 
main  
quad canopy 
by 1.00  

RE Ethics – 1h30m 
 

Thu, 13 Nov  Session 1 Exam  Late 
Break 

Lesson 3 Early Lunch Session 2 Exam 

Line up under 
main quad 
canopy by 8:35 
 

History Paper 1 - 2h   11.05 – 
11.30 

Normal 
lesson 

12.30 – 1.00 
Line up under 
main quad 
canopy by 1.00 
 
 
 
 
 

English Language – 1h45m 
 

Fri, 14 Nov Session 1 Exam  Late 
Break 

Lesson 3 Early Lunch Session 2 Exam 

Line up under 
main quad 
canopy by 8:35 
 
 

PE - 1h15m 
Food - 1h45m  
Design Technology - 2h 

11.05 – 
11.30 

Normal 
lesson 

12.30 – 1.00 
Line up under 
main quad 
canopy by 1.00 

German Reading - 1h30m  
French Listening – 1h30m (Lecture 

Theatre) 

 
Mon, 17 Nov 
week A 

Session 1 Exam  Late 
Break 

Lesson 3 Early Lunch Session 2 Exam 

Line up under 
main quad 
canopy by 8:35 
 

Maths Paper 2 (calculator) - 1h 
 

11.05 – 
11.30 

Normal 
lesson 

12.30 – 1.00 
Line up under 
main quad 
canopy by 1.00 

Combined Science Chemistry - 
1h15m 
Separate Science Chemistry – 
1h45m 

Tue, 18 Nov Session 1 Exam  Late 
Break 

Lesson 3 Early Lunch Session 2 Exam 

Line up under 
main quad 
canopy by 8:35 
 

English Literature - 1h 11.05 – 
11.30 

Normal 
lesson 

12.30 – 1.00 
Line up under 
main  
quad canopy 
by 1.00 

Dance - 1h30m 
Drama - 1h45m 
Music - 1h15m (Lecture Theatre) 

Wed, 19 Nov Session 1 Exam  Late 
Break 

Lesson 3 Early Lunch Session 2 Exam 

Line up under 
main quad 
canopy by 8:35 
 

Maths Paper 3 (calculator) - 1h 
 

11.05 – 
11.30 

Normal 
lesson 

12.30 – 1.00 
Line up under 
main quad 
canopy by 1.00 

Combined Science Physics - 
1h15m 
Separate Science Physics– 
1h45m 

Thu, 20 Nov  Session 1 Exam  Late 
Break 

Lesson 3 Early Lunch Session 2 Exam 

Line up under 
main quad 
canopy by 8:35 
 

History Paper 2 - 1h   
 

11.05 – 
11.30 

Normal 
lesson 

12.30 – 1.00 
Line up under 
main quad 
canopy by 1.00 

German Writing – 1h30m 

French Writing - 1h30m 

Fri, 21 Nov Session 1 Exam  Late 
Break 

Lesson 3 Early Lunch Session 2 Exam 

Line up under 
main quad 
canopy by 8:35 
 

Geography Global Paper 1 - 1h 11.05 – 
11.30 

Normal 
lesson 

12.30 – 1.00 
Line up under 
main quad 
canopy by 1.00 

Catch-Up 
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Candidates who are entitled to a word processor, reader, scribe or separate/smaller room access arrangement will be 
collected from the main quad canopy by reception and taken to their exam room. 
 

• If you do not have an exam timetabled for any of the sessions, then you must follow your normal Year 11 

timetable. 

• You will need to return to normal timetable after your morning exams, but in the afternoon, you will be free to go 

home when your exam is complete.  

• If you need to remain on site to wait for transport, there will be space provided. 

• All exams will be held in the Sports Hall unless otherwise indicated on your exam timetable. 

• All information relating to exams, including seating plans, will be displayed on the exams notice board in the main 

school quad each day and published on the Student Portal. 

• You may bring water into the exam hall in a clear, label-free bottle.  Do not bring food. 

• Please bring equipment in a clear pencil case or plastic bag and do not bring calculator cases into the exam hall.  

• You must not bring into the exam room any notes, mobile phones, earphones/earbuds, watches, or any 

digital/Bluetooth, other devices 

• Extra time will be accommodated for students with approved access arrangements, but please be aware that 

buses will not wait after school so alternative transport home may need to be arranged by 

students/parents/carers. 

 
If you have a clash of subjects within an exam session, your individual timetable will show when you sit your clash 
exam. 
 

Y11 Mock GCSE Practical Exam Timetable  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Art 11C 8 December, 11A 9 December (TBC) 

Dance 26 November 

Drama 25 November 

Food 24 & 28 November 

French 3 & 4 December 

German 4 & 5 December 

Graphics 11D 9 December, 11B 10 December 

Music  27 November 

PE 2 December 

Photography 11A December (TBC) 

Sport Studies 2 December 
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Online Safety and Wellbeing 
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Community News 
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