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Dear Parents and Carers 
 

This has been another busy week with preparations for the mocks, public exams, rehearsals for 
upcoming productions and performances and lots of training for fixtures including a swimming gala and 
athletics. It has been lovely to see how well students are supporting each other and also visiting our 
Primary Schools to support Leadership Development through sport. 
 

I must offer my thanks to our SLSA (St Laurence School Association). A small but brilliant group of 
parents/ex-parents who have been selling second hand uniform in town and organising other events. 
Through this they provide real support to parents with uniform costs and have just informed me that 
amongst other things, they will be funding mental health training for 6th Form students so they can 
support others in the school. This is so generous and will have a massive impact on students. More 
details will follow as to what they have funded but also how you might be able to support. Please do look 
out for it. 
 

You may remember that last term I shared some updates from the police regarding county lines 
             W                       ’  g     g                      m        y   g                     
today that only this week, six people, suspected to be running a county line from London to Wiltshire, 
have been charged with drug offences. It comes after officers carried out a series of warrants in London, 
Wiltshire and the Avon and Somerset area. 
 

The police have again asked for our help. ‘W  need you to be our eyes and ears in your community and 
let us know if something is not   g   ’ I take a zero-tolerance approach to drugs and the school will 
continue to work with the police and other agencies to ensure that children are safe from them here at 
school. If you have any concerns, then please do contact the police. A good source of information should 
you wish is: County lines | Wiltshire Police 
 

Finally, can I ask please that when dropping your child off at school, you do not park in the yellow strip 
     m  k   ‘           y’  W                 b                                              
 

Mr Farrer 
 
 

https://www.wiltshire.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/cl/county-lines/
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The SLSA wish to thank you for all your support and donations at the pop-up shop. 
 

The Shop will be now closing on: 
  
 
 
 
 
so please use this opportunity to pay them a visit to buy or donate pre-loved uniform. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

WEEK B            CALENDAR - TERM 5 

   Monday 29th April • Y10     Y12 W       Ex m  B g   

• Y12     y L     B g    

• Y11 A   Ex m 8:35 m – 3:00 m 

• Y13          Ex m 8:35 m – 3:00 m 

  Tuesday 30th April • Y11 A   Ex m 8:35 m – 3:00 m 

• Y13          Ex m 8:35 m – 3:00 m 

  Wednesday 1st May • Y11 German Speaking Exam 8:35am – 2:00pm 

• Y13          Ex m 8:35 m – 3:00 m 

•  Y7 – Y10 PE Leaders (Christchurch School) 8:35am – 3:30pm 

  Thursday 2nd May • Y13 P    g    y Ex m 8:35 m – 3:00 m 

• A L     MFL     k  g Ex m  11:30 m – 3:00 m 

  Friday 3rd May • Y13 P    g    y Ex m 8:35 m – 3:00 m 

• Y12 Written Exams and Study Leave Ends 

 

Saturday 27th April at 2:00pm 
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From: Mrs Rhodes - Director of Learning and Progress KS3 
 

Year 8 Subject Consultation Meetings 
 

The Year 8 Subject Consultation Meetings will take place virtually via SchoolCloud on: 
 

 Thursday 9th May 2:30pm – 7:30pm 
    
* Bookings open on Friday 26th April* 

 

A letter has been sent home with information on how the system works.  
 

Appointment slots get filled up quickly so please book your appointments as early as possible. 
 

There is an expectation that all parents/carers will attend this virtual event. If there is 
an unavoidable reason why you cannot attend, please email progressteam@st-laurence.com so one of the 
team can follow this up with you. 
 

Reminder: The school day finishes at 1:20pm on this day. There is no lunch break but an enhanced 
provision in the restaurant at break time so students are able to eat then. We ensure that the food offer is 
in line with the lunch offer. 

 
 

 
 
 
From: Mr Blowers – Director 6th Form 
 

Year 12 Summer Exams 
 

Written Exams will run from Monday 29th April – Friday 3rd May. 
 

Year 12 Students will be on study leave for the duration of  
these exams and should only be in school for their timetabled exams. 

 

Thank you for your support, Mr Blowers. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:progressteam@st-laurence.com
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From: The Food Room 
 
Year 7 students have started their Food Technology lessons and demonstrated their fantastic knife and 
chopping skills. The colours are fantastic and the food room smelt amazing.  
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From: The English Department 
 
 

The Importance of Reading 
When we study subjects at school, we learn more effectively with a good understanding of the language of 
those subjects. When we study Biology, we are not just studying plants and animals: we are studying 
language about plants and animals. 
 

Students who read widely, and for pleasure, tend to learn more and perform better in school subjects than 
those who do not. Reading increases our knowledge about the world, improves our vocabulary, and opens 
our minds to a great range of ideas about how we live. In short, reading makes you cleverer; being a good, 
fluent reader helps students across school – and in their whole life. The feeling of getting immersed in a 
good book is simply one of the most calming, rewarding, and enjoyable there is. 
 

All students study whole literary texts in English lessons. They can choose reading books from the ILC and 
are encouraged to always have a book on the go – whether this is the latest novel in a series they have 
been reading, a biography of a sporting hero, or a collection of short stories. We believe that          “  
book for everyone” and actively encourage students to explore a range of books. We want to challenge 
students to develop their own reading journeys, experiment with what they read and in doing so increase 
their insight, empathy and understanding of the wider world.  
 

The ILC Team have an exceptional knowledge of the kinds of books students will enjoy! The ILC runs 
competitions and events throughout the year, and these are particularly good at suggesting next steps or 
new challenges for reading. 
  
“   L        R    ”         k y                 y                                                  m  b  k 
- underlining how important we think reading is at St Laurence.  
 
Together with the ILC Team we have produced reading lists that complement the schemes of learning that 
Years 7, 8 and 9 are following at this point in the academic year.  
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Online Safety and Wellbeing 
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Menu for Week Commencing Monday 29th April 2024  
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