Parent & Carer Bulletin

St Laurence School
Care * Inspire » Succeed

Headteacher’s update

Dear Parents and Carers

possible.

audience.

Mr Farrer

Those parents of Year 11 students will hopefully have seen some good preparation for the second mocks
that took place this week. It is a final opportunity for students to get key feedback so they can achieve
their best in the summer. Staff will be working hard to mark the papers and return them as soon as

The most exciting thing coming up will be our Spring Music Concert on Wednesday 19™" March and it
would be lovely to see as many of you there as possible — the students really do deserve the biggest

Key dates for your diary - Week A

Monday 17" March

Y13 & Y11 Practical Exams begin
Y9 Vaccinations Day (MenACWY & TdIPV)
Y11 Food Exam

Y10 Geography Trip

Y12 Social Sciences Students — Guest Speaker
DEADLINE TO ORDER Y11 LEAVERS HOODIES
DEADLINE Y11 LEAVERS BALL DEPOSIT

Tuesday 18" March

Y10 Geography Trip

Wednesday 19*" March

Y10 Geography Trip

Y13 Business and Sociology Trip

Spring Concert Rehearsal and Performance
6™ Form Quiz Fundraiser Evening

Thursday 20" March

Y11 Food Exam (Group 1)

Y11 Music Exam

Y7 Girls Period Talk

Y8 Wellbeing Trip Parents Evening
NYC Trip Parents Information Evening

Friday 215*March

Non-School Uniform Day in aid of Red Nose Day

Saturday 22"

Dress Rehearsal for National Theatre Connections Performance+
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Week B

Monday 24™ March

Tuesday 25" March

Wednesday 26" March e Chance to Dance Showcase

e Y7 LG5 Conversation & Craft Event
Thursday 27" March e SCHOOL ENDS AT 1:30PM for Y7 Subject Consultation Meetings
Friday 28™ March e National Theatre Connections Festival

In this week’s bulletin:
e Key dates for your diary — pages 1 & 2
e Y7 Subject Consultation Meetings — Page 3
e Author Spotlight — Page 4
e Online Safety — Page 8

.... And lots more!

Psst! — did you know that this year’s Spring Concert features:

/
r e School ensembles: - Random Band, Choir, A Capella Singers, Chamber Choir and Guitar
Ensemble

e student-led ensembles: - The Lowly Trio, George's Marvellous Medicine and Half-Life

e solos from some of our senior musicians, including Pip Ousby (voice), Ren Crompton (voice),
Chris Hawkins (piano) and Jess Matthews (clarinet)

Tickets are still available on ParentPay - Book now for an amazing night of entertainment.
M \

I
3

v .oo' D \ 3
Wiltshire Music Centre
Adults £6/Concessions £4
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From: Mrs Eyles — Head of Dance

Chance to Dance Showcase

%%([/Z(’f The St Laurence School Chance to Dance Showcase is taking place on Wednesday

y 26" March 2025 in the Wiltshire Music Centre, starting at a new time of 6:30pm.
C

’, (— " P Tickets for this event are available via ParentPay - £8.00 per adult, £5.00 for
-»,_,(I/Nf’f b IR <tudents.

A fantastic evening of dance, showcasing all Year 11 exam work and key stage 3 and
4 auditioned pieces choreographed by students.

Hope to see lots of you there, Mrs Eyles

From: Ms Whitehead - Head of DT

Unfortunately, the Easter Baking Club isn't able to take place this term. We will share details of the next
baking club on offer in due course.

What’s on the Menu?

Click the link to our Catering page for information on all the different ways our

students can enjoy healthy and nutritious meals at school:

£1.30

-

Catering | St Laurence School (st-laurence.com)

From: Mrs Rhodes - Director of Learning and Progress KS3

Year 7 Subject Consultation Meetings

The Year 7 Subject Consultation Meetings will take place virtually (SchoolCloud) on Thursday 27" March
2:30pm —7:30pm.

Bookings are now open. A letter has been sent home, with information on how the system
works. Appointment slots do get filled up quickly, so please make this a priority.

There is an expectation that all parents/carers will attend this virtual event. If there is an unavoidable reason
why you cannot attend, please do email progressteam@st-laurence.com, so one of the team can follow this
up with you.
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From: Budbury House Staff and Students

Budbury House is running a fundraiser for our amazing house charity Cots for Tots on

Tuesday 1% of April!

don't want to run.

Starting at 3:15pm in the Sports Hall, the event will consist of a sponsored run alongside a
bake sale - students can join in the run and buy some delicious cake or buy cake if they

We'd love to see as many students come along as possible, come in groups and have a

Bristol
fun run and a chat!

We are asking for a minimum donation of £3 (via ParentPay) to join in with the run. Cash is required to buy cakes.

Cots for Tots do amazing work helping sick or premature babies get the appropriate care they need at the NICU in St
Michael's hospital in Bristol. We want to raise as much money as possible to support them in the amazing work they

do.

From: Mrs Butterworth - Head of Psychology and Sociology

Careers and the Criminal Justice System

We are always looking for any speakers that are willing to come into school or do an online session about their work in
the following agencies:

Prisons and probation

Forensics

Judiciary

the CPS

a charity that helps support people that are involved in the CJS.

Please email nicbut@st-laurence.com if you can help or have any questions.

From: ILC Team

vans is a bestselling, award-winning author - she just doesn’t do either terribly oftén. She is
roud creator of the WHO LET THE GODS OUT?, VI SPY and SCARLETT FIFE series f'
ren

r writing career began in national journalism and she still regularly broadcasts her views on
anything from politics to parenthood on BBC Radio 2 and the bus.

Maz believes passionately in the power of words, the importance of stories and the ne
kindness. She doesn’t believe in horoscopes, teeth-whitening toothpaste or a
the word “literally”.

essity of

) |
S\MPL) QEYON, (GhINS;
oSy GODS
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From: Mrs Nash — Head of Drama

Reminder: You 2.0 at the National Theatre Connections Festival

We are now very close to our ‘home' performance of 'You 2.0' for the NT Connections Festival. Tickets
for this performance, which takes place on Friday 28™ March, are now available on Parentpay. Tickets for
the performance in Bristol can also now be purchased directly from the Bristol Old Vic. Please be aware
that the cast will be expected to support the other school performing that evening so please do purchase
a 'double bill' ticket for both shows.

From: 6" Form Leadership Team

6'" Form Quiz Fundraiser
Students in Year 12 & 13 are invited to join us for Quiz Night in aid of Year 13 Prom Night:

e When - Wednesday 19" March

e  Where - Trinity Hall (via Ashley Road entrance)

e Time-5:00pm—7:00pm

e Price - £7 per person via ParentPay (max.120 tickets, sold on a first come first served basis)

Teams can be self-organised to consist of a minimum of 4 students and a maximum of 8. Alternatively, they can join
a team on arrival.

Ticket price includes a soft drink and a slice of pizza with vegetarian and vegan options available. In addition to this
there will be a cake sale (cash only).

We look forward to your support, 6™ Form Leadership Team

From: Mr Blowers - Assistant Headteacher / Director of 6th Form / DDSL

Year 12 Summer Exams
Written Exams will run in school from Monday 28™ April — Friday 2™ May.

All Year 12 Students will be on study leave for the duration of these written exams and should only come into
school for their timetabled exams.

Revision:

We will be launching a range of revision practice with Year 12 this term. All Year 12 Students should be:
e Creating a structured revision timetable

e  Minimum of 3 x 40 mins session each day after school
e This may increase over Easter Holidays but students should factor in time off too and prioritise
wellbeing

Where possible teachers will set Revision tasks for homework in the coming weeks.

Thanks for your support, Mr Blowers
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Election of Head Students 2025-26

We are very pleased to announce that following a rigorous selection process of Student votes, followed by an
interview, that Jazz Norris-Gant and Sam Atherton will be our Head Students for St Laurence over the next year.

Sam Atherton Jazz Norris-Gant

We would also like to pay tribute to all of the students who put themselves forward for the position - we are so
proud of each of you and the resilience, creativity, and confidence you displayed.

Student Leadership is such a powerful vehicle for change at St Laurence, from Year 7 — all the way up to these
positions in 6™ Form. We are exceptionally proud of the students you are, the ideas you have and the change you
have elicited.

Finally, | would like to pay tribute to the incredible work done by our incumbent Head Students: Evie Brown and Tom
Ottley. Mrs Chatfield, Mrs Brown and | cannot praise them enough. They have been a genuinely dynamic duo, taking
on a range of responsibilities within the school, always doing so with positivity, maturity, and humour, and balancing
their studies as they go. | believe they have been one of the strongest set of leaders we have ever had, and they will
go on to achieve great things.

Evie Brown Tom Ottley
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From: PE Department

Sporting Results and Upcoming Fixtures

Results - Congratulations to all students involved

Football
St Laurence 3 — 1 Matravers (Year 9 boys)
St Laurence 1 — 0 Matravers (Year 7 boys)

Netball
St Laurence 4 — 4 Matravers (Year 8A)

Upcoming Fixtures
Tuesday 18" March

Year 8 Boys Football vs Melksham Oak (H). Finish approx. 5:15pm.

Wednesday 19" March

Year 7 Netball vs Melksham Oak (H). Finish approx. 4:45pm.
Year 7 Boys Football vs Melksham Oak (A). Return approx. 5:30pm.

Thursday 20" March

Year 9 Netball Tournament at Kingdown. Return approx. 6pm.
U16 Girls Football County Cup % Final vs Melksham Oak (A). Return approx. 5:45pm.

House Points

CARE- INSHIRE- SUCCERD

p L BUDSURY |

102114 102303 101020 106550
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Online Safety
Report - Children’s Wellbeing in a Digital World

Internet Matters have released their new report for 2025 and there’s some really interesting findings. On the positive
side the report finds that children are more open with their parents about online activities, and parents’ awareness
of their children’s online activities has increased.

But on the negative side, the wellbeing scores for vulnerable children have risen to their highest level with 24%
saying that upsetting experiences happened to them quite a lot, up from 10% last year.

You can read the full report HERE.

\L What Parents& Educators Need to Know about '

IROBLOX

Robilox Is one of the most popular video gomes among children. In 2020, the game’s developers claimed that
more than half of the USA's chilkdren had ployed it As ¢ ‘sandbox’ title, the gome lets players create their own
gaming experlences with Roblox Studio to bulld custom levels, which can then be shared online.

A M
ONLINE PLAY RISKS ANONYMOUS PLAYERS

Becaute Robilox conmects random players
QCro8s the world, It can put youngar ployers into
an envirenment with anonmymous users who

The arcerymity of usees can lecve players
vulneratie to bullying, harossment, ond
predotory behoviour. Without the right porentol
couid Use the plotiorm for nedanous reasont. For controis or monitaring, Wsers can connact with
*2OMple, $0r rela-play Games are used for 90ch other via personal messages or flend
onfine dotes ond moture role play, which could | gl 1oqueses, ond it Is very dificult 1o kmow who's
D08 YOUNGHO tS INOPPICHN ate MAsICGDs batvnd G Urernarme in this Vst onbne word

In the public chat box. ’ I A F
MK OF ADDICTION /Mpa

’ - Cm— 9
HObIOX gOMos Con Mature rewarding o )
watietying machankce thot keep playees
coming bock - o persuade them 1o stay
10gged-in for muen kengor. Lke most games.
they 10Gus an Interactivity, with constant
rewards vic in- game unlocks oned curmncies,
whieh can sometimos keod to on ocdxtive need
0 remoin cnine for Jong periods of time
e — | ™ N | 4 4
IN-GAME SPENDING = . Do SCAMS a

Many of the gomes on Roblos fecture collectible
Itars, pats, or Gharacters. Those objocts, while

MATURE CONTENT P

Comtont Js deticul to moderate throughout
Robilox, s 1o the number of cames avalioble
s is particularny aolobie on smoller gormnes
and experiences, but In summary, some of the
gamos and expenances offersd o the platiorm
cortoin age-inappeopriale content Thet coua
©0sily be seen by young phayers.

The majority of gomes within Boblas hove
extensive monetisation optiens, uswolly theough

$6080n patses or mikrotransoctions. Purchoses
©On range in valus from 0 K parn e up to
much la1gee sums of Mmeney. Wiile some gomes
offer o lot of contant via purchases, others can
oflur very itthe for real woeld money, cousing
younger players to end up out of pocket

i S S

MONITOR THE CONTENT

While RobioX d00¢ Imploment plenty of MEIEIOTON 100K GNJ POrentol controts, ity
P S0 parents and guordlons 40 Monktor the types of gomes a child or impres sloncbile
player 3 experiencng. if @ youngstar wonts to ploy Roblox. be sure 10 check out which
specilic gamoes they wont Lo play within i1, and get o good idea of thelr content.

W A em—
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF TOOLS ﬁg

Usa the parenicl controls within the game tself and tooch youngsters

Now t0 report and biock other ployers. Knowirg the powers within thelr

reoch wik moke Robiox 0 s0fer, NOPP MY GXPETIEN0N. YOu 00N SUT 0ge runges

for wha's atowed to contact you. clote public chot boxes. biock spending, ond sven
moks your Roblox profife complutely private. All thase options ore helphul in cutting
oft Do actors rom engaging wih chiaren.

1 20 books on " “

@gital, are worth a Iot of real money on certain
eoling markets. Scamemers will oTtempt 1o trode
with younger users in the hopes of getting rare
tesms thot com be 30k for roal money,
manipuleting the child o handing theem cver
usuolly via misleading ¥dormotion

PLAV TOGETHER

Congidee pioying ROBIox with the chidrn ks your care, There are lew
I efbective ways 0 sew how memetiotion worka guuge whethar the

game could lead to oddictive behaviours, or oven withess how interoction
between picryers works, than sitting down and trying the game lor yourse!.
Thin should el you figrre out whelher II's sstobie for particular chidren

I ) - >
TEACH ONLINE BEHAVIOURS

Have an cpen conversation about the ritks of online pley and how 10 spend
money wisely. 8y Deing Nonest and giving TiPs on how 0 younger user con

Protact themseves. you con ampowss them to not anly taks cors of hemusives,
Lut ethers toa. Any wser can be repatted to Robiox mederctars by other players for
boharving Inappropriotely. WIN thia knowlodge, youngor players 00N Do aware ot
what 10 100k for and Pwip pravent It
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https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=66a4081640&e=5355a562ee

Community News

RED NOSE DAY

NON SCHOOL UNIFORM DAY FOR

COMIC RELIEF
0 21 of March 2025 O
Please wear red if possible -

Clothes must be
appropriate for study in
school

PLEASE PAY £1
ON
PARENT PAY

N /

%%(MZC’@

Venue: Wiltshire Music Centre
When: Wednesday 26 of March 2025
Time: 6:30 pm — 9pm (approx. end time)

Tickets on sale Friday 14® March
Via Parent pay to purchase tickets
£8 adults, £5 concessions and students
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Family and Community Learning

Supporting My Teen With

Transitions to Adulthood

5 Online Sessions Wednesdays 12.45pm - 2.45pm
Starting Wednesday 26 March 2025

Session Dates: 26 March, 2 April, 23 April, 30 April, 7 May

b
« Promote emotional wellbeing
« Explore post 16 opportunities
« Support life skills, online safety and decision making

7y :
Contact familyandcommunitylearning@wiltshire.gov.uk
call the FaCL team on 01225 770478
scan the QR code or visit
https://workwiltshire.co.uk/family-and-community-learning/

Our courses are free, if you are 19+ years old, resident in the UK/EU for over three years
(some immigration status exempt), have a Wiltshire postcode and meet any of the

following criteria: earn less than £25,000 pa, in receipt of benefits, military family, foster
carer/care leaver/carer, have a disability.
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